
A safe and effective COVID-19 vaccine is a critical component of the U.S. strategy to reduce
COVID-19-related illnesses, hospitalizations, and deaths.
 
Q. When can I get a COVID-19 vaccine? 

A. The first supply of COVID-19 vaccine receiving Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) by the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) began being distributed in the U.S. on December 14,
2020. During the initial period, referred to as Phase 1a, supplies of the vaccine will be limited,
and therefore allocated to health care personnel and Long-term care (LTC) residents and
staff.
 
Q. Is a COVID-19 vaccine safe?

A. The U.S. vaccine safety system is a deliberate and multi-phase process to ensure all
vaccines are as safe as possible. Safety is a top priority. Vaccine candidates conduct clinical
trials with many thousands of study participants to generate scientific data and other
information for the FDA to determine their safety and effectiveness.  If the FDA determines a
vaccine meets its safety and effectiveness standards, it can make these vaccines available for
use in the U.S. by approval or Emergency Use Authorization (EUA). 
 
Q. Can the COVID-19 vaccine cause me to become infected or infect others?

A. No, you cannot become infected or infect others from receiving the COVID-19 vaccine,
because the vaccine contains no live virus. 
 
Q. If I get the vaccine, can I quit wearing a mask?

A. No. While the COVID-19 vaccine is highly effective, it is not 100% effective. Until the COVID-
19 pandemic is controlled, people who receive the vaccine need to continue following Illinois
Department of Public Health guidance such as the use of facemasks, social distancing, and
regular hand washing. This protects you as well as your family and community.
 

Find more answers to frequently asked questions about the
COVID-19 vaccine at www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19.
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